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FAST 50

• Innovation (20%) is the greatest management challenge they face
• one of the threats CEOs identify is the limited access to specialized work force (28%), 

followed by the general economic climate (20.6%)
• More than half of the CEOs (54.7%) see future organic growth and 39.1% see 

international expansion
• As regards to their revenues, 33.8% of the subjects estimate growth between 26-50% 

in 2014 
• 52.3% plan to increase their R&D spending in the next couple of years
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R&D Survey - 52.3% of the CEOs plan to increase R&D investments; locally, the percentage is even 
higher: 71%. Companies invest less than 3% of their turnover on R&D. Reasons: lack of perceived 
government incentives or poor promotion of existing ones, too much red tape in the application process 
and concerns about the tax treatment.

According to our data, the highest spending (over 5%) is done by 22% of companies which mainly operate 
in the IT media and telecommunications sector. 
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Changes / improvements of existing products / processes / services 
leading to better perform performance/ characteristics of 
products/processes/services

Development of new products / processes / services

Joint realization of research projects aiming at improvement or 
development of new products / processes / serv ices with other 
group entities / companies 

Cooperation with external entities by means of purchasing R&D 
services/ IP / know-how

Developing important Innovation / a breakthrough solution for 
various markets

Graph 1: What best describes your R&D activity?



The Technology Challenge 
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• Access to capital and skills especially for SMEs
• Scalability and management control as the business grows rapidly
• Optimization and innovation as business becomes mature

Idea
• Technology is critical - who spends more is likely to perform better.
• Cloud technology can enable new ventures to adopt advanced technology 

and practices earlier in their lives. 
• Get your key advantage: scalability, flexibility, cost, innovation, maintenance 

and security.

Conclusions of Deloitte report:
• SMEs using cloud technology to overcome their challenges. 
• 85% of those surveyed believe cloud enable their business to scale and 

grow faster.
• Growth rate 26% faster
• Deliver 21% higher gross profits 
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Sources: Deloitte research  



The Digital Change
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Technology
The $750 billion Converged Living Room: a 
plateau approaches
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The smartphone generation gap: 
Over-55? There’s no app for that

Smartphone penetration
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Smartphone app 
download and 
usage by +55 will 
lag smartphone take 
up
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Media
Doubling up on pay TV

50 million households, 10 million premium 

$ 5 billion in revenues, 
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TV is staying
• Television is the tradiţional media sector that has remiained resilient throughout 

the rise of digital technologies. 

• TV and cinema co-exist, even if television and the film industry may have traded 
cartoon characters for drama, and the emergence of television did not mean the 
disappearance of films. 

• Short- form has not displaced long-form, it is not likely to do so. 

• Korean star PSY holds the tifle for the most-watched video on YouTube, 
Gangnam Style, which has over two billion, Pewdiepie 5 billion views but what 
about revenues  

• Hybrid measuring devices that track TV viewing on PC, Tablets and 
Smartphones my tell us more  
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Media
Broadcast sports rights: premium plus
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Technology – disruption
Massive Open Online Courses (MOOCs): not 
disruptive yet, but the future looks bright 
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Technology - disruption
eVisits: Redefining the Patient-Physician 
relationship
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